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places. Then come back here, and I 
guarantee that you will understand 
why we need to act. 

f 

INFRASTRUCTURE WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. HIMES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
because we are told that this week is 
Infrastructure Week. After four con-
tentious months of a new President, 
and all that has been contained in 
those 4 months, I actually saw a glim-
mer of hope and possibility around the 
idea that we might finally come to-
gether to do something for our con-
stituents in an area that they tell us is 
absolutely essential. 

I worry, Mr. Speaker, that we are 
going to let this opportunity be lost in 
the political roil that is already con-
suming this idea of a week that we de-
vote to infrastructure. 

So I want to stand here, Mr. Speaker, 
and say, let’s not let this idea go. It is 
too important. The improvement of our 
roadways and our bridges, our airports, 
and our railways is absolutely essential 
to the quality of life of every single 
constituent of every single Member of 
this House. 

As I talk to the business leaders in 
my district, the fact that they have a 
challenge in moving their people and 
their goods, that sometimes getting to 
work is a 2-hour proposition, are the 
things that hold them back. 

I know that the Republicans and the 
Democrats disagree on an awful lot, 
but we have to be able to agree on the 
fundamental notion that if we don’t 
have a functioning transportation in-
frastructure, if our airplanes and ships 
and rails and cars don’t move well, this 
country cannot be great, and our econ-
omy will be damaged. 

These last 4 months have been pretty 
rough. We got—kicked off with a repeal 
of the Affordable Care Act; and I under-
stand that my Republican friends had 
been promising that for years, but it 
was a brutal experience. It failed on 
the floor. The American public hates 
the bill that so many of my Republican 
friends were cajoled into voting for, 
much to their political peril. 

There was an alternative start to 
this Presidency. There was this fantasy 
alternative start that has the Presi-
dent, shortly after his inauguration, 
saying to the American people: I know 
that this campaign was tough and the 
rhetoric was as ugly as it ever has been 
in an American campaign, but we are 
going to come together now, in Janu-
ary of 2017, to restitch the Nation, lit-
erally and figuratively. Literally 
means we are going to work together 
to rebuild the infrastructure of this 
country. 

Sadly, that is an alternate reality 
that did not happen, and so we are con-
sumed in Twitter feuds and partisan-
ship and some of the most difficult to 
pass legislation that ultimately is not 
likely to become law, but which will 

continue to split the parties in this 
Chamber. 

It is not too late, though, Mr. Speak-
er. I think we can still turn this 
around. 

I have the privilege of chairing the 
New Democrat Coalition, 61 Demo-
cratic Members who, as challenged as 
they feel by this President’s positions 
and behavior, are hoping for that mo-
ment when we can work with Repub-
licans, when we can get something 
done with this President that will be 
meaningful to our constituents. And I 
know they, and many other Democrats, 
will be there for that conversation. 

To my conservative, even to my 
Freedom Caucus friends, there is noth-
ing more conservative than the idea 
that you keep your house in order; that 
you invest so that your children can 
have the kind of prosperity that we 
were able to experience. 

And to the President, I would say: 
Sir, you seem to be a builder. You seem 
to have recognized the need for this 
kind of program when you promised a 
$1 trillion infrastructure investment. 
And, sir, I would say, if you look at 
some of our highways that were built 
in the 1950s, at the entrance ramp to 
those highways you will see a sign that 
says the Dwight D. Eisenhower Inter-
state Highway System. Sir, there is no 
reason why those signs couldn’t have 
your name on them. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this problem is so 
urgent, it is so potentially bipartisan 
in its solution, that I want to close 
with the observation that we need to 
lift this out of the partisan maw and 
observe, Mr. Speaker, that yesterday 
we celebrated the Greatest Generation 
because, 73 years ago yesterday, they 
stormed the beaches of Normandy. 
That is part of why we call them the 
Greatest Generation. But the other 
part and the other reason we call them 
that is because they came back to 
America and they set aside their dif-
ferences and they invested in projects 
like the Interstate Highway System 
that we all use every day. That is a big 
part of why we call them the Greatest 
Generation. They built our country. 

And now that generation looks at us 
and they have a question, and that 
question is: What will you do with that 
legacy that we built for you? 

Mr. Speaker, let’s answer that ques-
tion in a way that will make them 
proud. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 57 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. 

As we begin the 84th year since the 
heroic efforts of our troops and our al-
lies on D-day, help us to be mindful of 
the freedoms we enjoy and must be 
vigilant in protecting. 

Bless our allies throughout the world 
and all those who stand with us in con-
fronting the dangers and evils of our 
time. In all things, may the United 
States continue to be a beacon of light 
and hope. 

Bless the Members of this people’s 
House. Give them the wisdom and pa-
tience to do the work of Congress even 
in times of complexity both at home 
and abroad. 

God bless America, and help us all to 
be our best selves. May all that is done 
this day be for Your greater honor and 
glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from California (Mr. PANETTA) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PANETTA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP IS 
COURAGEOUS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, President Donald Trump last 
week courageously announced the 
withdrawal of the United States from 
the unconstitutional Paris accords, an 
unconstitutional treaty comprised of 
burdensome regulations destroying 
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